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Storm Water Panel Report

Septemberl 2006 Deadline: 9/1/06 5pm

- Ms. Song Her
Clerk to the Board

- State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 100
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

By email: commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov

Fax: (916) 341-5620

Subject:  Comment Letter — Storm Water Blue Ribbon Panel Report
Dear Ms. Her:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) is pleased to provide

- comments on how the recommendations of the report by the Storm Water Panel {Panel)
should be used by the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board). In general,
the Department agrees with the findings of the Panel, but there are specific actions that
we request the State Board conduct in lieu of some recommendations. Our comments
are directed at the recommendations related to the Municipal and Construction
components of the Panel’s report, as the Department is not subject to the General
Industrial Permit. The recommendations of the Panel further demonstrate and support
the need for the State Board to establish policies and standards to ensure consistent
implementation of storm water practices under National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Permits, pertaining to municipal, construction and
industrial activities.

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments on the Panel report.
We look forward to working with the State Board on our recommendations and those of
others in order to improve storm water quality throughout California.
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Detailed comments are provided as an attachment to this letter. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (916) 653-4446.

Sincerely,

é\@‘ﬂk%
G. SCOTT McGOWEN _

Chief Environmental Engineer

Enclosure

"Caltrans improves mobility across Caiifornia™
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ATTACHMENT

Cah‘fornia Department of Transportation Comments on
Storm Water Numeric Limits — Blue Ribbon Panel Report

‘General Report Comments

A particularly important observation of the Panel was overlooked in making the
final recommendations. Page 15 of the report notes that there is no required
training or certification program for contractors, preparers of pollution prevention
plans, field inspectors or even personnel charged with monitoring. However, the
State of Washington has a certification process for individuals who prepare Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPPs). Also, our Department requires
within construction contracts a minimum level of training (24 hours) for a
designated water pollution control manager. . _ -

Recommendation

The State Board should develop a program for credentialing specific staff
responsible for storm water actions at a construction site. The State Board
or another State agency could manage the credentialing program. Fees
collected under the Construction General Permit could be used to support
this program.

Comments on the Municipal Recommendations

The Department concurs with the conclusion; “if is not feasible at this time to set
enforceable numeric effluent criteria for municipal BMPs and in particular urban
discharges.” The discussion and recommendations indicate that numeric lmits
are not feasible given the extreme variability of flow, volume, and constituent
concentration in urban runoff. The report concludes that better treatment BMPs
are needed and the feasibility of effluent criteria can be reassessed once these
better controls are developed, constructed and maintained.

The dramatic variability of urban runoff (in terms of flow magnitude and
constituent concentration) makes application of numeric objectives impractical.
This position is further supported by USEPA in their policy regarding TMDLs and
waste load allocations. This policy states in part: _ '

"EPA's policy recognizes that because storm water d, ischarges are due to
storm events that are highly variable in frequency and duration and are not
easily characterized, only in rare cases will it be Jeasible or appropriate to
establish numeric limits for municipal and small construction storm water
discharges. The variability in the system and minimal data generally
available make it difficult to determine with precision or certainty actual
and projected loadings for individual dischargers or groups of dischargers.
Therefore, EPA believes that in these situations, permit limits typically can




